Wells town council
The Sackhouse, Jicklings yard,
Wells-next-the-sea NR23 1AU

Minutes

2011/12

Town Council Meeting held on 4 April 2011 at 1914 at The Methodist Rooms
Those Present: Allen Frary (Chairman), Gary Anthony, Steve Clark, Rodney Crafer, Lindsay Dew, Joe Ellison, Andy Gates,
Mike Gates, Ray Hewitt, Campbell MacCallum, Joyce Trett, and Maggie Ward,

Keith Leesmith (Clerk), PC Jason Pegden, 2 members of the public, and 2 members of the press (EDP & Quay)
AF said that this was the last meeting of this Council prior to the election on 5 May. He thanked Members and
the Clerk for their cooperation during the previous four years and wished luck to those who intended to stand
in the forthcoming election. He also wished well to those standing in the District Elections. SC said that he was
not standing again, but thanked fellow Members for their help during his period in office.
1)

Public Forum

No Comments
2)

Apologies

3)

Declarations of Interest
RH – Item 12 - Personal interest

4)

Minutes of the meeting held on 7 March 2011
Agreed and signed

5)

Reports
a) Safer Neighbourhood Team
There had been 9 recorded crimes since the last meeting: 1 attempted burglary, 1 theft from a motor vehicle, 1
interference with a motor vehicle, 1 criminal damage to a vehicle, 1 criminal damage to a dwelling, 1 domestic incident, 1
theft, 1 arson, 1 theft from a motor vehicle. In addition, one fixed penalty ticket had been issued in respect of an untaxed
vehicle, and 4 tickets for speeding. There were also 4 incidents of vehicles being given “words of advice” in respect of
speeding. JE asked if any effort was being made in respect of speeding in Northfield (as mentioned at the last meeting). JP
was not aware of this but would investigate.
Police Sergeant Howard Olby has now left to become personal assistant to the Chief Constable. Currently Police Sergeant
Tony Toynton is in charge of both the Wells and Fakenham Teams. It is not known whether this is a permanent or a
temporary arrangement.
c) North Norfolk District Council
JT announced that it is understood that contracts have been signed between the Gray Family and a purchaser to buy the
old arcade building on The Quay. It is also believed that the purchasers are working with the adjoining (Yellow Shop)
owners to produce a joint plan for the redevelopment of the site. In response to a query by SC, JT said that she was sure
that any plans would be in accordance with the “design brief” previously circulated.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

None

Keith Leesmith
Town Clerk
01328 710564
clerk@wellstowncouncil.org.uk
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5) Reports
5d) Town Clerk

The Highway Rangers are due in the first week of May; KL asked for any minor highway works to be reported
to him so that they can be added to the list. GA said that the joints between the new Buttlands kerbs and the
road had not been made good, JE said that the East End Railway cutting was looking untidy – KL would add
both of these to the list. Graham Smith had said that he would like to add another item (electric go-carts) to his
area on the Recreation Field. This would take up no more room as he would use a smaller “bouncy trampoline”.
Members thought that despite this, we should limit his use to two items of equipment. Steve Finch had said that
there was reinstatement work needed on The Buttlands following the kerbing work, and had asked whether we
wanted to weed or top-dress the grass this spring. KL had replied that the Buttlands was currently being
investigated by the working party. Norfolk ALC had asked whether we intended to renew our Quality Status
(due in the autumn) KL had replied that he thought this should be discussed by Council after the election. The
Harbour Office had sent a letter stating how many additional local jobs had been created by the Sheringham
Shoal wind farm. This had been circulated to Members. KL outlined the legal requirements with regard to the
election and the next meeting. Agendas for the May meeting would be posted on 28 April to all the candidates
standing for election. If there were no more than twelve standing, the normal papers would be posted with them.
If there were more than twelve standing, the papers would be delivered to the successful candidates at the start of
the meeting.
5f) Portfolio Holders
Children’s Playground: The roundabout has now been returned to the playground. The safety surfacing would
be renewed after Easter. The fence at the western end of the playground has now been erected. The cost was
considerably more than the £2500 budgeted, but the difference has been paid by the “Friends”. The eastern side
of the playground is still much wetter than the surrounding ground, and Anglian Water have returned to
investigate whether this due to a broken water pipe. (It could possibly be spring water). There was a regrettable
incident recently on the playground which police are investigating.
Public Relations: GA thanked Members for their contributions to the Newsletters in the past. KL said that the
annual report was due to be published with the May issue of The Quay and that contributions to this would be
required.
Traffic & Parking: The Freeman Street scheme was now in place and appeared to be operating satisfactorily.
When would the “North Side of The Quay/Tug Boat Yard” scheme be completed?
7)

To receive a report from the committee organising Royal Wedding celebrations
3500 programmes of the various events had been printed and these would be distributed throughout the area. So
far £6500 has been donated, but more was still needed for the events that were planned. Bunting and flags
would be erected throughout the town. The website (www.wellsstreetparty.co.uk) was regularly being updated as
events were added. CM thanked The Quay and the EDP for their assistance with publicity. SC thanked CM for
his considerable efforts in helping to organise the event.
CM left the meeting at this point
6)

To receive a report from the working party considering a temporary summer skate board park
There was nothing much to report, although the working party had been liaising with other local councils that
had supplied parks. Another meeting was planned a few days after the Council meeting.

Marie (& Mike) Strong (NCC) and Jonathan Savory (NNDC) arrived during the following
8)

To receive a report from the working party considering the maintenance of The Buttlands
GA, RC and JT had held a meeting on the Buttlands, at which it was decided that a considerable task lay ahead.
Several gaps had been left in the kerbing because of tree roots. As some of these were large enough for vehicles
to drive through, advice was needed as to how they could be filled. Advice was also needed on the best way to
reseed areas where subsoil was left after the kerbing. JT was arranging for experts from NNDC to attend>>>>
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8)

Continued
There were bare patches where the bonfires had been held for several years past. The new path near The Globe
is in a poor state. The were a lot of bare patches in front of benches and it was thought that perhaps it would be
a good idea for the benches to be placed on hard stands. [MW said that perhaps the benches could be rotated
around the area, but SC said that some had been placed in particular places for sentimental reasons]. The
working party would meet again with advisors from the District, and possibly the County.

5b)

Norfolk County Council report
The County is applying for £10million from the government to improve broadband throughout the County. In
some Parishes every business has completed one of the petition forms published in the EDP. JT was prepared
to download and distribute the forms in the town. Exercise Watermark/Albatros(s) had taken place on 26
March and lessons had been learnt. The Environment Agency had tried to demonstrate their telephone warning
system at County Hall, but several Councillors could not understand the process. It was generally agreed that the
system was not fit for purpose. MS had complained to the police authority about the rapid turnover of police
sergeants in Wells, and the Chief Constable (Chief Inspector?) had offered to come and speak to the Council. It
was agreed that this should be delayed until June as the Annual Meeting of the Council in May was likely to be
busy. With regard to the Coasthopper bus stop in Burnt Street it was stated that (as opposed to what was
reported last month), the question of marking the road had not arisen when the original site meeting had taken
place. It was resolved that KL would write to Norfolk Green to find out whether they thought that the fact that
the stop was not marked on the road (and hence was often blocked with parked cars) was a problem. It is likely
that the North Side of the Quay/Tug Boat Yard parking restrictions will now be held up due to the change to
Civil Parking management in October 2011.

5c)

North Norfolk District Council report
JS said that he had nothing to add to JT’s report. He said that he had enjoyed working with the Council over
the last four years, and hoped to be doing so in the future as he was standing as a candidate in the election.

9)

To agree the accounts for the year ending 31 March 2011
Copies of the accounts had been circulated before the meeting. MG said that the accounts showed that we were
in a healthy financial position despite holding the precept at the same level throughout the previous four years.
The Council had managed to undertake the projects that it wanted and still had good reserves to use in the event
of any emergencies. It was resolved that the accounts be adopted, and the audit form was signed to this effect.

10)

To undertake audit arrangements in respect of the end of year accounts
MG read each of the statements on page three of the audit form and in each case it was agreed that we could
answer “yes” to the questions. The form was signed by AF and KL to confirm this.

11)

To discuss a request to visit the town in August 2011 by Circus Ferrel
This Norfolk-based family circus had approached us with the idea of bringing their circus to the town in midAugust. It was resolved that the town was too busy at that time to accommodate them, but that maybe Holkham
might have some land that they could use.

12)

To discuss quotations for work suggested at the Recreation Ground
Norse had provided a quotation of £568 plus VAT to repair/improve the grass between the pavilion and the
football pitch. Steve Finch had suggested that this work be left until the autumn, after the heavy summer use.
This course of action was agreed and the quotation accepted. Mike Briggs had provided a quotation to improve
the entrance road and other work. Some Councillors were unsure exactly what work was proposed, and it was
agreed to hold a site meeting with the contractor at 1830 on Thursday 7 April and to discuss the matter again at
the next meeting. >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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13)

To discuss a proposal to alter the format of Council Meetings so that items for debate are dealt with before
reports.
It was resolved to try this suggestion for an experimental period of three meetings.

14)

To discuss an appeal for financial assistance by Each (Quidenham Hospice)
Resolved to donate £25.

15)

Financial Report and Accounts for Settlement
A report had been circulated at the beginning of the meeting. The following had been paid during the month:
Brightview Internet
Broadband
14.99
Keith Leesmith
Clerk’s Salary Deposit
1000.00
The following were agreed for payment:
Wells Street Party
Donation 07/03/11
1500.00
Wells United Charities
Donation 07/03/11
500.00
Keith Leesmith
Salary (net of deposit) and expenses
424.95
Norfolk Pension Fund
Monthly contribution
483.97
MHB Services Ltd
Street Lighting Maintenance
292.06
E-on Energy
Street Lighting electricity
461.33
Norfolk Assoc of Local Councils
annual subscription
312.40
H M Customs & Excise
PAYE 4th quarter
1669.84
Jimmy Tottle
Bollards
220.00
Viking Direct
Stationery
12.20
Veolia
Cemetery rubbish collection
36.17
Environment Agency
Allotment land drainage rate
16.82
Edna Garrett
Sackhouse Cleaning
30.00
Dew Fencing
Fencing to Children’s Playground
4518.88
Terry Corbishley
Litter Picking
192.50
S Marshall
“No Parking” signs – Rec. Field Entrance
36.00

16)

To confirm Date of Next Meeting (Annual Meeting of the Town Council)
Confirmed as Monday 9 May 2011

The meeting closed at 2113

