Wells town council
The Sackhouse, Jicklings yard,
Wells-next-the-sea NR23 1AU

Minutes

2011/30

Town Council Meeting held on 3 October 2011 at 1923 at The Methodist Rooms
Those Present: Allen Frary (Chairman), Rodney Crafer, Lindsay Dew, Joe Ellison, Andy Gates, Mike Gates, Ray Hewitt,
Campbell MacCallum, Joyce Trett, & Maggie Ward

Keith Leesmith (Clerk), Police Sergeant Tony Toynton, one Member of the Press (The Quay) & five Members
of the Public

D

1)

Public Forum
Guy Warren praised the Council for restoring the stuffed birds, which had recently been on display at the
Maltings. He said that one of the cases was showing a small amount of damage and asked if this could be
repaired before deterioration took place. Compliments were also given to the Pirate Festival and the
Wildfowling Exhibition.

2)

Apologies
Gary Anthony, and Jonathan Savory (NNDC). Peter Terrington (NNDC) would be late [Stiffkey meeting]

3)

Declarations of Interest

CM – personal interest item 10

4)

Minutes of the meeting held 5 September 2011

were approved and signed

12a)

Safer Neighbourhood Team report
Sergeant Tony Toynton introduced himself and said that he was aware that there had been many changes of
Police Sergeants in the recent past, but he was not expecting any further ones for a while, as he would be
retiring in 2½ years. Also he had worked in the area, as a PC and a Sergeant for 25 years. There will be a change
from January, in that there will be a (Fakenham) PC on duty in the area on every shift. PC Jason Pegden will
become the beat manager. Asked about the speed gun, he said that this was still in the office and was frequently
used. He did not have figures for tickets or warnings issued, but could find these out. Crime figures had been
previously supplied and circulated; these are as follows:
8 recorded crimes:
1 x theft from motor vehicle – wheel trims stolen
1 x theft – hanging basket stolen, later found near by
1 x theft – kayak
1 x theft – a laptop was taken from unattended luggage
1 x Criminal Damage – Town Council notice board smashed
1 x Criminal Damage – smashed shop window – offender owned up and under
restorative justice is going to repay damage by working in the shop
1 x Malicious Wounding – punch to the face – restorative justice, positive outcome
1 x Having possession of a bladed article in school - young male dealt with for the
offence, excluded from school and reprimanded by police.
During the same period there were 5 calls for nuisance behaviour – none of which relate to young people.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Keith Leesmith
Town Clerk
01328 710564
clerk@wellstowncouncil.org.uk
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Marie Strong (NCC) and Peter Terrington (NNDC) arrived at this point
5)

To discuss the proposed Skateboard Park and vote on the following proposals:
Discussion included: 12 spaces will be lost when the field is being used for car parking; a fence should be built
around it to catch any blown litter dropped by users; who will police it? Who will pay for the disposal when it is
no longer used? It will be available for BMX bikes and skates as well as skateboards. In the calculation of
running costs an amount should be included for regular litter picking:
Proposals:
a) The Town Council supports the construction of a permanent skatepark on the recreation field - carried
b) The Town Council is willing to assume responsibility for the skatepark once it is constructed – carried
c) The TC is willing to put its name to a “reaching communities” (lottery) grant application - carried

6)

To discuss quotations to install concrete pads for seats on The Buttlands (for 2012/2013 budget)
Three quotations had been sought and received. Members resolved to accept the lowest quotation from Paul
Bishop for £1278 plus VAT to install 9 pads together with fixings for the seats.

7)

To discuss a proposal to employ the existing street cleaner during the winter (currently employed by Kier)
Several Councillors and also members of the public were particularly impressed with the work done by the street
cleaner that Kier had employed during the summer, but whose employment had now finished. The proposal was
that we try to employ him so that this work could continue during the winter. However, we did not have any
budgetary provision for this, and it was the responsibility of NNDC to provide street cleaning services, not us.
The proposal was therefore not carried, but Councillors thought that we could provide a reference for the
person concerned if required. KL to obtain details of NNDC’s winter street cleaning in Wells.

8)

To discuss any other requirements to be included in the 2012/2013 budget (to be finalised in November)
After sending out agendas, but before the meeting KL had received notice of a dangerous street lamp together
with a quotation for £1493.30 plus VAT for its replacement. It was agreed that we put the work in hand, and
also that we make provision in the budget for another two or three street light replacements. The Buttlands
working party would like to make permanent provision for improved grounds maintenance and had sought
quotations for the work but had not yet received them. (Hoped to be available by November). JT would like
provision for the grass on the Westfield play area to be regularly cut once the equipment has been removed and
the area made good. RH would like provision of £1250 for matting in front of the playfield goal mouths plus
£2940 for renewed safety surfacing on the slide, see-saw, and motorbike on the playground, plus £1000 towards
the new basketball area. AG would like £1000 to be added to the amount set aside for the skatepark. MW
would like £1000 to be added to the amount set aside for improved/renewed allotment water systems.

9)

To discuss a letter from Highways with regard to cost-sharing of future improvements
This letter seems to suggest that in future Town and Parish Councils will have to contribute 50% of the cost of
any highways improvements works (as opposed to maintenance works). KL was instructed to write a letter of
protest.

10)

To discuss a request by the Harbour Commissioners to use the recreation field on 22 July 2012
The Harbour Commissioners had requested that they be allowed to use the recreation field on the above date to
use for parking so that they could fund Harbour Day. To allow them to do so would disadvantage the charity
groups that WTC allow to share the income from the recreation field parking from every Sunday and Bank
Holiday throughout the summer. As a compromise, it was agreed that they be offered a share (the same as the
charity groups) and also that we do our best to accommodate any stalls that they wish to place on the field.

11)

To discuss appeals from:
a) Norfolk Accident Rescue Service – resolved to donate £250
b) Norfolk Branch of the RSPCA – resolved not to make a donation
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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12b)

Norfolk County Council report
With regard to Broadband, the question will soon be asked as to who would like to pay for a better service.
Television transmissions change from analogue to digital during November. Depending on which service people
use (Tacolneston, Belmont, Repeaters, Satellite) there may be a loss of some channels for a couple of days.
With regard to the discrepancy between the subsidy paid to bus companies and the return from the government
on bus passes, people can register their objection at www.norfolk.gov.uk/fairfares . There is a new lottery grant
fund/competition called Village SOS. From 7 October a new national non-emergency number (to use instead
of 999) will be 101. Natural England is proposing new Marine Conservation Areas on land as well as sea. Some
of these will be on the north Norfolk coast and will exclude all people and animals.

12c)

North Norfolk District Council report
Jonathan Savory had sent a report which was circulated and Peter Terrington had e-mailed a report which was
forwarded to Councillors the next day. In addition, PT mentioned the following; The is no further news
regarding the Triton Knoll (cable landfall) but the Minister has upheld the refusal to build a substation at Little
Dunham. PT has concerns regarding the loss of trees in Wells that are not protected by TPO’s and not in the
conservation area. With regard to the substation on the Staithe Street car park, this is still under negotiation. PT
is still looking into the ownership of the East End drying grounds. On the subject of affordable housing, Hastoe
Housing Association will be meeting with Homes for Wells this week. A planning application for B1/B8 use of
the old coal yard on Maryland is about to be made. The Environment Agency has said that they will need a
flood risk assessment. There will be a Conservation Area Assessment of Wells next year. NNDC are now
working on the possibility of compulsory purchase for the unused industrial area in Maryland.

12d) Town Clerk report
KL had circulated a report to Councillors with agendas. He added that the audit had now been completed, with
no items arising. The Boundary Commission is now consulting on proposed changes to electoral constituency
areas in conjunction with an overall reduction in the number of Members of Parliament. It is proposed that
Wells continues to be in the North Norfolk Constituency.
12e)

13)

Portfolio Holders reports
Children’s Playground: In an attempt to discover whether there is a leak on the field (denied by Anglian Water)
water samples have been taken and are now being analyzed. One of the gateposts at the recreation field still
needs re-cementing in. There is also a sunken manhole in the road near the entrance, although this may be
Holkham’s responsibility. Holkham have now accepted responsibility for the problems with the main sluice and
are working to correct them.
Traffic and Parking: During the good weather of the last weekend, there were several incidents of bad parking at
The Buttlands. The Staithe Street car park has now been re-lined, with 14 general spaces plus two disabled
spaces. There are several potholes on the east side of Staithe Street.
Tourism: There are no figures yet from the TIC, but the ladies concerned believe that visitor numbers will be up
this year. The pirate festival was a great success, and made a profit of £5000 for the Maltings Project.

To discuss any developments regarding the Field Study Centre
An initial meeting had taken place on 9 September at which a few preliminary ideas were talked over. The
minutes from this had been circulated to Members. The area partnership has commissioned a pre-feasibility
study and it was hoped to receive and discuss this before going any further. The next meeting is planned for 5
October.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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14)

Financial Report and Accounts for Settlement
A report had been circulated at the beginning of the meeting. The following had been paid during the month:
NNDC
Cemetery Rates
51.00
Brightview Internet
Broadband
14.99
Keith Leesmith
Clerk’s Salary Deposit
1000.00
The following were agreed for payment:
Holkham Enterprises
Car park share
5446.38
Mazars
External audit
480.00
Keith Leesmith
Salary (net of deposit) and expenses
476.89
Norfolk Pension Fund
Monthly contribution
493.85
MHB Services Ltd
Street Lighting Maintenance
292.06
E-on Energy
Street Lighting electricity
462.04
Jimmy Tottle
Bollards
220.00
Norse Commercial Services Ltd
Grounds maintenance
1515.00
Inland Revenue
PAYE 1st quarter
1620.75
Anglian Water
cemetery £30.70
--------Anglian Water
West End Allotments £290.15
320.85
Pear Technology Services Ltd
annual charge
240.00
Viscount Coke Fund
Children’s Playing Field £50
--------Viscount Coke Fund
Recreation Field £155.47
205.47
C R Smith
Rat Control on allotments
200.00
Burnham Market Community Cars
donation (last month)
250.00
Wells United Charities
donation (last month)
500.00
Veolia
cemetery waste disposal
63.82
M L Walsingham
keys and bleach
51.85
Edna Garrett
Sackhouse cleaning
30.00
Mick Chestney
Litter Picking
277.20
Terry Corbishley
Litter Picking
207.90
Viking Direct
stationery & stamps
69.62
Norfolk Property Maintenance
repair of notice board
115.00

15)

To confirm Date of Next Meeting
Confirmed as Monday 7 November 2011

The meeting closed at 2152

